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Good Continuation.  This is a left hand navigation bar on the 
home page of web design company ZAAZ. Though the text is 
positioned vertically, its arrangement in a line follows the 
Gestalt design principle of good continuation. The design 
helps the user understand that these are a group of general 
navigational links. This home page also uses the principle of 
proximity by grouping the links together in largely empty 
webpage. The vertical links might be a little bit hard to read, 
but the designer tried to mitigate that problem by using short 
recognizable words. 

http://www.zaaz.com 

 

 

http://www.zaaz.com/�


 

  

Similarity. This side navigation bar on the New York Times 
website demonstrates similarity of color and similarity of size. 
The pastel blue color indicates that these links to classifieds are 
similar in type. The higher level links are all in a sharper black 
color, while the sub categories are in a lighter color. By using 
similar fonts and colors, the design reduces complexity. Proximity 
also plays a factor. By grouping the subcategories under their 
corresponding super category it helps the user understand the 
layout of the site. 

http://www.nytimes.com 

http://www.nytimes.com/�


 

  

Uniform Connectedness. The CNN website compiles a wide variety of 
information on its home page. To keep the various widgets, links, and 
advertisements understandable, it uses a form of uniform connectedness. 
The white boxes outlines in serve to connect information that might 
otherwise be hard to digest. Despite the attempt at connectedness, I think 
the home page uses to many different fonts and sizes, creating its busy look. 
The principle of Proximity is also very apparent. 

http://www.cnn.com 

http://www.cnn.com/�


 

 

 

 

Proximity. The first example is from the Washington Trails association website. The base of 
the webpage displays the navigation links and contact information. Instead of having all the 
text grouped together, the navigation links and contact information are separated in space. 
This difference in proximity indicates that the base carries two different sets of information. 
The green background also indicates uniform connectedness. 

The second screen shot is from an Amazon.com product page. Information that customers 
first want to know, such as product name and price, are in close proximity. These items are 
also close to the top of the page, making them some of the first things visible as your eyes 
traverse down. I think Amazon could use some work on their product pages. They are often 
very busy with all the information they must display. 

 http://www.wta.com 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00141AYIC/ref=s9subs_c1_23_at1-
rfc_g1_si2?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-
1&pf_rd_r=0NTC6DBFKEB6WF1M3S9Y&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=463383351&pf_rd_i=5078461
&pf_rd_r=0NTC6DBFKEB6WF1M3S9Y&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=463383351&pf_rd_i=507846 
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